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v Beethoven Research” conferences occurred just prior to the annual
n Musicological Society, this year's event took place in Beethoven’s
any. Participants in this truly international event included Beethoven scholars
5sia, Israel, China, Great Britain, Austria, and of course Germany and the U.S. It
ring for a meeting centered on the Congress of Vienna that remapped political
he fall of Napoleon two hundred years ago.

The conference’s primary

focus lay on the music that Beethoven composed between 1813 and 1815,

much of it very political in nature, a corpus that has proved a sticking point for many authors since the
mid-nineteenth century. The unavoidable impression that Beethoven, through the composition of

celebratory works for the Congress, knowingly legitimized iron-fisted authorities such as Emperor Franz | and Prince Metternich, some
of the same figures who just a few years later would brutally suppress any political dissent, and who in 1813 already presided over one
of the most far-reaching survelllance states in modem hlstory has understandably dlsqmeted many biographers and critics. (At the
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Playing Mozart

Biopics and the musical (relinvention of a
composer

GUIDO HELDT

Composer biopics have received scant attention both from musical
reception history and from film musicology, though they clearly are

key sources for the popular reception of composers, and often are also

laboratories for the use of pre-existing music in film. Composer biopics
re-invent their subjects in the stories they tell; but they also re-invent
them through their music — music which in such films is usually both
part of the story told and of its telling. This article takes seven Mozart
biopics from between 1940 and 2006 as examples of such musical
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