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Strict social distancing measures may need to remain in place until the autumn to have the
required impact in controlling the Covid-19 epidemic in the UK, according to government
documents that reveal the thinking behind its approach to the crisis.

The documents give an extraordinary insight into the projected toll of the pandemic, the
tactics that government advisers believe will be most effective in containing the spread of the
virus and how messaging has been carefully framed to so the public accepts the need for
unprecedented changes to daily life.

In a consensus statement on the overall strategy being deployed, the government’s
scientific advisory group for emergencies suggests the UK would need to alternate between
“periods of more and less strict social distancing measures” to have a plausible chance of
keeping the number of critical care cases within capacity. “These would need to be in place
for at least most of a year,” it concludes.
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The U.S. President Donald Trump walked from the White House to the nearby church on
Monday. Not to worship or pray there, as many presidents have done before, but to pose for a
photo holding a copy of the bible aloft. Just beforehand, police had used teargas and rubber
bullets to clear a crowd of peaceful protesters from his path.

The photo op came shortly after Trump described himself as “your president of law and
order”, and threatened to deploy federal troops to quell the nationwide protests over the
police killing of George Floyd.

Church leaders responded to his behavior with outrage, but the president was unrepentant.
Also on Monday, he ranted at governors and other officials that they must “dominate” their
states and cities, saying otherwise they would “look like a bunch of jerks.”

The demonstrations over police brutality and structural racism, inspired by the death of
Floyd, continued across the US on Monday night, despite the curfews enacted in New York,
Philadelphia and other cities. Protesters marched and chanted from Maine to California, in
big cities and small towns, while solidarity protests took place in other nations including the
UK and Australia.
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