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The Vogue Archive. Contents. 

American Vogue magazine, 1892-present 
 400,000+ pages 

 Every page, cover and fold-out in high-resolution colour 

 Backfile PLUS current file: latest issue added every month   

 Not available from any other source 
 

Specialist indexing 
 Advertisements indexed by brand name and company name 

 ‘Retail information’ imported into photo features 

 Condé Nast’s expert image-level indexing allows searching for garment types, 
accessories, designer names, photographers, models 

 

Essential primary source material for a range of disciplines 
 The work of designers from Coco Chanel to Stella McCartney 

 Photography by Horst P Horst, Richard Avedon, Irving Penn, Annie Liebovitz 

 Literary works by Kate Chopin and Carson McCullers, film reviews by Pauline Kael 
and Joan Didion, articles by Dorothy Parker, Winston Churchill, Bertrand Russell, 
photojournalism by Lee Miller and Cecil Beaton 

 



The Vogue Archive. Added value. 

 Accurate detailed metadata for all items, 

including ads and photo features 

 Titles, sub-heads and image captions at 

99.95% accuracy  

 Searchable full text for all items including 

ads 

 Ads indexed by Company and Brand 

 ‘Retail Information’ gives more details on 

images of garments 

 Fashion Item field allows searching for 

images of garments, accessories, beauty 

products or fashion details 

 

 



Subject Disciplines. 

 Fashion Design 

 Search for particular garments (trench coats, ankle 

boots) from a certain era/designer/trend for 

inspiration 

 Fashion Marketing 

 Follow the history of a brand identity (Revlon, Coty, 

Versace, Chanel) 

 Costume Design 

 Research garments and accessories in their 

historical and social context to inform  period design 

of theatrical costumes 

 Gender Studies 

 Representations of women’s roles 

 Debates about body image, from 1900s Dress 

Reform to early discussions of plastic surgery; from 

the 1940s New Look to the recent ‘size zero’ debate 

 Female role models, from Coco Chanel to Lady 

Gaga 
 

 



Subject Disciplines. 

Visual Arts & Media 

• Photography 

• Media & Communication Studies 

• Visual Communication 

• Film Studies 

• Journalism 

 

Humanities 

• Social History 

• Literature 

 

Cultural Studies 

• American Studies 

 
 

 



Fashion History. Coco Chanel (1924). 

 



Fashion History. Dior’s New Look (1947). 

 



Fashion History. Mary Quant (1966). 

 



Fashion History. Giorgio Armani (1983). 

 



Social History. London in Wartime. 

 



Social History. Liberation of France. 

 



Visual Arts. Irving Penn. 



Visual Arts. Dali and Chagall. 



Literature. Vladimir Nabokov. 

 



•Standard search 

fields, plus: 

•Contributor (for 

stylists, make-up 

and hair artist) 

•Magazine Editor 

•Section Editor 

•Image fields: 

•Company/brand 

(L’Oreal, Lucky Strike, 

Chrysler) 

•Fashion item (blouson 

dress, animal print, lip 

gloss).  

•Photographer/illustrat

or 

•Person pictured 



Sample Search   



Search Result 

• Sort  results by 

“Publication date” or 

“Relevancy” 

Narrow results by 

different fields, ie 

Document type, 

Company/brand  or 

Fashion item 



Narrow results by Document type 

Select “Article” 

under “Document 

type” to filter results  



View Full text in Flash format 

Integrated article 

pages 

 Flash viewer 

allows 2-up 

page view 

 Users can 

zoom and pan 

 JPEG view 

available 

 Users can print, 

email or save 

individual 

pages 

 Browse This 

Issue 

 



Full text page 

Highlight 

keyword 

Browse the 

issue page by 

page 



Advanced Search with Image details 

Open Look Up Fashion items list 



Find proper items 

Fill in a keyword, ie. corset 

Select the proper term and 

click Add to search 

Search term added to the box 



The Publication 

date chart reveals 

the rise and wane 

of a fashion trend 



Click Browse issues 

Click to view most recent issue 

Click the + icon to open the list 

of individual issues 
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